Diningé» Entertainment

hen Debbie Perroni, a local

resident of Walden, saw that

the old home at 304 Caroline

Street in historic downtown
Montgomery was on the market, she
immediately knew that it would be the
perfect location for a traditional tea house.
Having visited many tea rooms around the
country, Debbie had gained significant
insights into what the perfect tea house
would include. Her vision included a
quaint and inviting environment furnished
with antique tables and chairs as well as
décor that would fit the historic nature of
the house. And building a theme that used
the extensive garden area was a must.
None of this was without a number of
hurdles. Converting the kitchen from an
early 1900s era to restaurant grade,
retrofitting to allow handicapped
accessibility, and providing parking for
guests without giving up the garden area
were among just some of the challenges
that needed to be overcome.

After several months of preparation
Debbie’s vision for creating the perfect tea
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house came true when The Vintage
Garden Tea House served its first guest in
late 2006. Since first opening Debbie has
expanded the lunch menu to include
additional selections and a daily lunch
special, added a selection of fine wines,
introduced a Saturday Champagne
Brunch, and completed her most prized
project — restoration of the vintage garden
to its original beauty. As part of the
project, outdoor garden dining was added
for those who would like to take in the
tranquility and beauty of the vintage
garden as they enjoy their visit. It is also
not uncommon to find guests strolling
through the garden to enjoy all of the
wonderful plants and its unique beauty or
to pose for pictures with their loved ones.

As you enter the front door you know
you are in a very special place. The historic
nature of the house has been kept true to
its original design. Each of the three
dining rooms has their own character. The
large room, which is the original living
room, is perfect for large groups and has
been used for birthday parties, bridal and

baby showers, tea parties, and other group
events. It has even been used for a
wedding reception following a very
enchanting ceremony under the arbor in
the garden. The front room is smaller but
very charming with its antique chandelier,
stained glass windows and a great view of
the garden. It is a favorite for most guests.
The back room is the most intimate with a
wonderful décor to match the quiet
atmosphere.

After being seated guests are treated to a
selection of fresh baked fruit breads. It is

just one of the unique features of the

experience as guests take in the charm of
the tea house and review the menu. Lunch
is a special treat that includes a variety of
choices. A must for starters is a selection of
either Broccoli Cheddar or the Roasted
Garlic Tomato Soup. For those who enjoy
salads, there are seven salad choices on the
menu ranging from traditional tea house
fare to the more unique Vintage Garden
Salad Plate which includes chicken salad,
broccoli salad, tuna salad, and a chilled
fruit salad served on a bed of greens. For







